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Blue Stones is inspired by the last day before I entered quarantine 
due to the Covid-19 pandemic. My choir was on tour in South Africa, 
where the virus had not yet reached. We had just performed our 
final tour concert the night before, knowing that it would be the 
last time we would be able to make live music for a long time: not 
only was tour ending, but so was life as we knew it. Our final 
morning together was spent at a winery, called Blaauwklippen 
(meaning blue stones in Afrikaans,) trying to relish our last 
moments together. After an hour of tearful speeches from the 
Seniors, saying goodbye to their choir family for good, we composed 
ourselves just long enough to perform one last piece: Shawn 
Kirchner’s arrangement of the spiritual Unclouded Day. This piece 
aims to portray all of the complex emotions I felt that day: pride in 
our accomplishments, fear of the unknown future, immense 
sadness that my college experience was ending so abruptly, and 
above all, love for all of my friends and the music we shared.
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