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19
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I was first inspired to write Under Star-Dark Seas while on a
cruise. With seven days at sea in a row, I became enthralled
with the different characters that water can present when the
distractions of land are removed. The piece is structured in
three movements, all performed attacca, with each section
demonstrating a different aquatic character I observed on that
trip. The first movement is characterized by jumping, disjoint
lines in the strings, playing the part of the dolphins
intermingling with the more flowing trombone melody.
Movement two is a storm at sea with intense dissonance and
phrenetic rhythms within rapidly changing meters. The
harshness of the storm is left behind, however, as we plunge
beneath the churning surface. Here, the true nature of the sea
is revealed in tranquil yet excited melodies. Not even the stars
in the sky interrupt the sense of calm one feels beneath the
waves.

All grace notes should be played before the beat, and only
slurred to the next note where marked.

Trombone cadenzas are extremely free; notated rhythms are a
suggestion, but individual interpretation by the soloist should
take precedence.
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